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FEATURED
STORIES THIS
MONTH:
What are Special
Focus Ministries?
by Pat Brady

A Blast from the Past
by Kathy Abbott

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS
(PSALM 100:2)
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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
JOY IN SHARING THE GOSPEL
In the Word
“Come and see,” said Philip (John 1:46b).

Of the Word
“Mommy, Mommy, come and see!” All mommies — and daddies, too — have dropped
whatever they were doing to share the excitement of that moment. Whether it was a fuzzy
caterpillar, the first fish caught, or a sunny yellow dandelion, the event had to be shared.
When Jesus found Philip, He said, “Follow Me.” Philip was so impressed by Jesus that he
told Nathanael, “He’s the One we’ve been waiting for!” When Nathanael was unimpressed,
Philip simply said, “Come and see.” (John 1:43–46) He could have debated, might have
argued, but he simply extended the invitation. Today we may apply Philip’s words in two
ways. First of all, what people have invited us to “Come and see”? Did Jesus use them to
bring us closer to Him? Secondly, to whom can we lovingly say, “Come and see”? We are
the tools the Master uses, just as He used Philip.

Walking with my Lord
Dear Lord, thank You for the people who have touched my life in positive ways. Thank
You especially for those whose invitations and examples have helped me in my walk with
You. Please help me to lovingly, boldly say, “Come and see.” Use me, Lord, to show Your
love and spread Your joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Mustard Seed: Living in Joy. Authors: Deaconess Betty Knapp, Irene Mensing, Myrna Lou
Meyer, Margaret White. 24/30 ©2005
------------------------------Being led by Jesus as our example, inspires our enthusiasm to lead and invite others to
come and see. Recently, I received in a Constant Contact email from the LWML Leadership
Development Committee, the resource, Tips for Leading with Confidence. In the email, I
learned of the following ways (taken from Motivation is Contagious) to develop lasting
enthusiasm:
1. Believe in God. Want Him. Need Him. Think about Him. Talk to Him like you talk to a
close friend. Listen to His Voice. This will help you be enthusiastic when everything
seems wrong.
2. Do not save enthusiasm for special occasions — every day is special.
3. Associate with enthusiastic people. Make a list of them now!
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THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER
continued from page 2

4. Keep learning — by reading, using new methods, taking courses, exploring, and
experimenting. Be on the lookout for new ideas. Add variety to your life; challenge
yourself by going to new places, participating in new hobbies, and developing
different ways of doing household chores. Choosing different ways to do things will
keep you growing, interesting, and enthusiastic!
5. Make definite plans. Think about your plans; write them down; carry that paper in
your pocket. Do something about your plans. Talk about them to positive people for
reinforcement, as well as to those who may be negative as they might challenge your
plans and give you opportunity to improve them.
6. Give people sincere appreciation and praise. Help them to believe in you. Be
conscious of people and their ideas.
7. Do one thing at a time. Focus your enthusiasm on one thing. You can do many things
in one day, but only one thing at a time.
8. Hear your voice. Make your voice say that you are enthusiastic. Make your voice
your ally. Become aware of its power!
9. Put a positive value on yourself. “I am just as good as the other person, but not
better!”
10. Wear clothing that makes you feel good about yourself. You will walk better, feel
better, and be more enthusiastic.

I give thanks and praise to our Lord for blessing me with the opportunity to be a servant
leader in His kingdom. Wearing purple LWML clothing enhances my enthusiasm of the
fellowship that my dear sisters in Christ share with our Lord and with one another.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day
until now (Philippians 1:3–5).

Enthusiastically enjoy God’s blessings upon you,
Michelle Zollinger
LWML LA-MS District President

4
CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Galatians 3:27).

The Bible often compares Christ and His righteousness to clothing, stating that we are
clothed or covered by Him and His righteousness. I've always been entranced by this idea,
because when one thing covers another, you can no longer see the old.

When we put on the righteousness of Christ, it no longer matters what we are wearing
underneath. No matter how dirty or tattered our clothes are, no matter how sinful and evil
our desires and sins are, they are no longer visible. We are counted as heirs with Christ
because we are wearing His righteousness.

I love to meditate on this thought because it stirs so much joy in my heart. I realize that my
many failures and faults no longer matter, because I have been clothed by Christ. I hope
you will think on this and rejoice with me as we come into a time of celebrating the birth of
our Lord!

In Christ,

B r e n d a S te w a r t
Editor, The Mission Voice

SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA
Greetings from the ladies in Southwest Louisiana!

In addition to the trials and tribulations COVID-19 has presented to the world, southwest
Louisiana has had two major hurricanes and a tropical storm rip through causing significant
damage - physically as well as mentally.
and comfort.

James 1:2 - 4 has always provided me His peace

"Count all trials as joy..."

The Southwest Zone is scheduled to hold our Fall Rally on 14 November in Crowley,
Louisiana.

Our gathering will be a light of joy and comfort, seeking His Word during this

time of recovery.

I pray His peace is with each of you.

Andrea Ferguson
Southwest Zone President
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE SOUTHERN ZONE
Highlights from our September 25th Zoom Rally:
Bible Study, Calm in the Storm, based on Mark 4:39 lead by Zone Pastoral
Counselor Rev. John Drosendahl.
Gifts from the Heart Ingathering yielded $1050.00 for The Village Church Food
Ministry which is serving areas affected by hurricanes; our Ingathering offerings
focused on serving Lake Charles.
Election of officers and delegate to the 2021 LWML Convention. Encouragement
from Southern Zone President Kathy Capace to attend the LWML Convention,
www.lwml.org/2021-convention, as well as to serve in appointed officer positions
within the zone.
Reports of activities from societies/groups.

Chapel of the Cross, Baton Rouge, La. collects food for the LSU food pantry. Our
church has Bible study that the LWML ladies attend.

Holy Trinity, Covington, La. LWML is enjoying the outdoors for meetings. LWML
donated $1000 to mites out of their budget and $300 for food ministry in Lake Charles.

Lamb of God, Slidell, La. LWML ladies collect the Mites with prayer and Bible study,
and serve the Lord in different ways like serving at MT. Olive Church Kitchen, Ladies
of Liberty, on the Altar guild, calling on home members, keeping the little church by
the road supplied, a book exchange box, through quilting and the prayer chain. Refer to
page 7 for delightful photos displayed on the Lamb of God LWML bulletin board.

Redeemer, Mandeville, La collected $323 for Mites and gave out Mustard Seed
Devotions on LWML Sunday. We celebrated Pastor John Drosendahl’s 20th
Anniversary of his Ordination. We are keeping in contact by phone and cards with
homebound and sick. Welcoming cards to visitors. Pastor appreciation celebration with
cake and a gift. Potluck on the first Sunday of November.

St. James, Gonzales, La. are sending prayers and messages to each other because so
many members are still not able to attend church. Celebrated LWML Sunday and
refreshments after service.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE SOUTHERN ZONE
continued from page 5

St. Paul, Hammond, La. has Undie Sunday (Sundae Social) one of our favorite yearly
LWML projects at St. Paul. We asked for new men's, women's and children's underwear
to send to Orphan Grain Train. They are then distributed to disaster victims and
families wherever needed. We celebrated our collection this year with ice cream cups
instead of sundaes. This year we collected 149 pair of all sizes.

The Village Church, Lacombe, La has Bible study weekly. We have an active Card
Ministry and we help prepare food for The Village Church Food Ministry. We
celebrated LWML Sunday and gave out LWML Bookmarks. The Village Food Ministry
cooks hot food for areas affected by hurricanes.

Trinity, Baton Rouge, La. LWML will continue to host our Annual Soup to Go and
Bake Sale in November. Our veterans are honored during the service and treated to free
soup. Due to COVID, we are hoping to have this event in the courtyard, while
practicing distancing and wearing masks. Proceeds of the bake sale will be divided
between Mites and disaster relief for southwest Louisiana.

Zion, Bogalusa, La. contributes to Mite Box offerings, and delegates participated in the
virtual voting for the Mission Goal, LA-MS District officers, and bylaw changes.

God’s blessings,
Kathy Capace
Southern Zone President

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves (Philippians 2:3 NIV).
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE SOUTHERN ZONE

Emelda Remond of Lamb of God Lutheran Church in
Slidell, LA shows photos of an LWML mission mite
black and white map she made 40 years ago, and a
group photo of our district at the LWML Convention in
1971. The women of Lamb of God replicated the map
into color for bulletin board display of current mission
grants that are funded through Mite Box offerings.

Group photo of the LWML Louisiana District
at the 14th Biennial LWML Convention in
Louisville, Kentucky, June 22–24, 1971.
Ida Mall is seated on left end of 2nd row from
bottom. The late LWML LA District President
Katherine Brakhage is the third person seated
to

Ida’s

Remond’s

left.

Elma

mother,

is

Duvieilh,
the

third

Emelda
woman

standing from the right end on the 3rd row
from the bottom.

2020 - 2022 LWML LA-MS District
Mission Goal: $60,000

2019 - 2021 LWML Mission Goal: $2,100,000
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ARE YOU PLUGGED IN?
For most of us, our mobile phone seems to be in our hands or pockets more often. Each
time I open the LWML App on my phone, I find more resources that support the Lord's
work and brings me to HIS Word. The LWML App contains:
What's New
Bible
Podcast
Daily Mustard Seed Devotions
LWQ Studies
Prayers
Mite Reports
Grant Status
Thanks
Monthly Featured Resources
Donate
More

Planning for LWML events might be challenging for some of us. The Monthly Featured
Resources are full of ideas and programs to use at any LWML or church event. Need ideas
to help promote the giving of mites? One could share the Mite Challenge Calendar with the
congregation's ladies or Featured Mission Grant Resources to provide posters, bulletin
bytes, and prayer guides to support and learn more about the LWML mission grants. The
Monthly Mission Service Activity provides ideas for community outreach projects to share
God's love.

Please spend some time exploring all the resources that the LWML App provides at our
fingertips.

But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we
serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code (Romans 7:6).

Leslie Koenck
LWML LA-MS District Vice President of Communications

CALLING ALL SECRETARIES
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(and others interested in what we do)

When you hear the word secretary, you probably think minutes, and you would be correct.

Taking

minutes is one of the duties of the secretary. I recently read an online article from allBusiness
entitled “Five Reasons Why Meeting Minutes Are Important.”

The reasons they listed are - minutes

offer legal protection, provide structure, drive action, act as a measuring stick, and state ownership.
These reasons were referring to businesses, but some of the reasons apply to LWML Society, Zone,
and District meetings. Minutes provide structure by presenting facts of meetings – the when, where,
who, and what was decided. They drive action by providing a plan based on the decisions that were
made, and they are also a source of information for absent members. Minutes serve to measure
progress on decisions made by clearly stating who will do what. Accurate minutes are a source of
information to answer questions. A question about election of officers was posed in the Southern
Zone. As Southern Zone secretary, I was able to search past minutes to answer the question with
dates, discussion comments, who participated, and what was decided.

Keeping accurate minutes is important, but there are other responsibilities secretaries have. Your
Society bylaws list the duties for each of your officers. Zone and District bylaws list the
duties/responsibilities of the Zone and District officers.

As District secretary, it is my responsibility to record convention proceedings, meetings of the
Executive Committee and the Board of Directors, and then provide members with copies of the
meeting minutes.

Another responsibility of the District secretary is to keep a current roster of members of the
Executive Committee and Board of Directors, and also a current list of the LA-MS District Zones'
and Societies' officers and membership statistics. This is where I need the help of all

secretaries.

Most Societies and Zones hold officer elections in the fall. Societies, I am requesting the names of
your current officers, including their mailing address, phone number, and email. You will also need
to identify your zone, congregation, and number of members in your society. Zone secretaries will
need to send the officers' names, addresses, emails, and phone

numbers, and you may also include

the same information for any appointed positions your zone has.

Please send the information to my email: slothower.l@gmail.com
or mail to: Liz Slothower – LA-MS LWML, 26314 Holly Ridge Drive, Denham Springs, LA

70726.

These are some of the responsibilities listed in the LA-MS LWML District bylaws for your District
secretary. Thank you, in advance, for your help and your willingness to serve.

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,
since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ
you are serving (Colossians 3:23-24).

Liz Slothower
LWML LA-MS District Secretary

10
WHAT ARE SPECIAL FOCUS MINISTRIES?
I've put a lot of thought into exactly what special focus ministry means, especially
since we are not meeting in person through our societies, zones, and district. Perhaps
this is a time God has set aside for us to focus on what He has in mind for each of us as
individuals to do.

1.

Focus more on His precious word while we are staying home more.

2.

Focus on family by enjoying them, really seeing them for the wonderful creations of

God.
3.

Focus on what Jesus did for us individually as He gave his very life to save us.

4.

Focus on how we can help others in need right around us.

I know that God is in control, but at times my sinful self causes me to doubt, so I pray
constantly to be reminded that GOD IS IN CONTROL.

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do
not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).

Blessings,
Pat Brady
Vice President of Special Focus Ministries
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GIFTS FROM THE LORD
Hints of Fall are all around us! There have already been several days of cool weather
and that has us thinking of all kinds of cozy things. I’ve had afghans, throws, and quilts
on my mind (and over my arms and legs) as I watch T.V. or read. I’ve even pulled up
my bed covers around my neck as I snuggle in waiting for sleep to arrive.

That brings me to one of my favorite songs. It’s attributed to Barbara Kemp and was
written in the 70’s:
“I am covered over with the Robe of Righteousness
that Jesus gives to me (gives to me.)
I am covered over with the precious blood of Jesus
and He lives in me (lives in me.)
Oh, what a joy it is to know, my Heavenly Father loves me so,
He gives to me my Jesus!
When He looks at me, He sees not what I used to be,
but He sees Jesus.”

When I’m almost finished with my morning devotions, I fold my hands across my chest
and under my neck just like I pull that cover under my chin, and sing this verse. What a
warm, wonderful feeling it is that Jesus gives me this gift and the Father accepts me as
a redeemed child!

How many warm moments can we share with others to let them know about our Father,
our Savior, and the Holy Spirit! How many gifts of service can we offer in thanksgiving
to God! How many prayers can we lift up to the Lord on behalf people who are
shivering in cold lives without the joy of knowing how very much they are loved! Lord
God, open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands to reach out to others as your tools on
this earth.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit (Galatians 5:25).

Bonnie Asher Frasier
Vice President of Christian Life
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST

Look who found their way to San Jose!

Do you recognize any of these young women? This photo appeared in “The Mission Voice,
dated September-October 2001. The National LWML Convention had been held that year in
San Jose, California. At that time Anita Granger was our District President and she stated
that these ladies were, “inspired and spiritually fed by the Bible studies, the singing, and
the fellowship.” Anita also had the special joy of bringing her daughter, Christina, then 10
years old, with her.

Melissa Meeks, our District YWR at the time, had this to say about the convention. “All in
all, I would have to say the entire experience was awesome – uplifting, energizing and
inspiring.

It was also a once in a lifetime unique opportunity.

It is almost impossible to

describe the overwhelming sense of fellowship such an event creates, and to be such an
intimate and integral part of it only heightens the feeling.

My experiences in San Jose have

encouraged my further involvement in the LWML, given me a number of new friends, and
inspired me to work toward attending as many conventions as possible.

I pray that more

young women in our district join and become involved in LWML, so that they too might
have such an amazing opportunity.”

Melissa’s words of 19 years ago still ring true today.

Please consider them as you examine

all of the information you read on our next LWML National Convention in 2021 in
Lexington, Kentucky.

I welcome any photos or past Mission Voices that you would like to share with us.
would be included in our District scrapbook.

Please include who, what, when and where,

as photos not identified are of no historical value.

Redeemed in Christ,
Kathy Abbott
Archivist-Historian

These
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BLESSING CARDS
Are you feeling a little down because the virus is still effecting how you stay in touch
and fellowship with your LWML sisters? I feel the same frustrations. I tell people that I
am not a hugger, but lately I find I am missing those hugs from family and friends.
Jesus, however, keeps me in hugs as I remember the Bible passages about love and
loving others. He strengthens and sustains me every day. What an awesome Redeemer
we have!

This might be a way to get and share a non-touching hug. Did you see the LWML
mailbox idea at www.lwml.org? They suggest that your members (every woman in the
congregation is a member, you know) have a mailbox. It doesn't have to be big or take
up a lot of room, just someplace they know they can send and receive notes of
encouragement from each other. The website has five different sets of blessing cards
available to print. Here are examples from two of them:

I am sending you the above one now! There are four different messages per page and
one page equals one set. I hope your mailboxes fill up quickly.

The Lord's peace be with you until we meet, hopefully, at retreat in the Spring 2021.
Don't forget about the national convention in Lexington, it will be great!

Debbie Greene
VP Organizational Resources
(formerly Servant Resources)

